
Notation examples 
 
These are some examples. I have also categorised 2 other conceptual typologies – wooden 
idiophones and frictophones (essentially ‘friction instruments’ - a new category that covers 
instruments that cross boundaries of material construction)  
 
Membranophones 

 
 

Metal Idiophones 
(bell of cymbal/gong)   (body of cymbal/gong)  (edge of cymbal/gong) 
Cowbell mount    cowbell body   cowbell mouth 

 
 

Playing on the rim looks like this 

 
 

And playing rolls with brushes on the various drums would look like this. 

 
And of course I have more articulations that are universally applicable across the range of the 
instruments. They also are applicable to the tuned percussion instruments where appropriate. 

ã 433 è ç ç‖ ‖ Ó d d‖ ‖ ü ù ù‖ ‖
off-centre centre

thirty-second notes
edge è ç ç‖ ‖ Ó d d‖ ‖ ü ù ù‖ ‖

off-centre centreedge

ã 4443 Ó↑ d↑ d‖ ‖↑ Ó│ d│ d│‖ ‖ Ó\ d\ d\‖ ‖ Ó⑊d⑊ d‖ ‖⑊

On rim
neck shldrneck shaft Ó↑ d↑ d‖ ‖↑ Ó│ d│ d│‖ ‖ Ó\ d\ d\‖ ‖ Ó⑊d⑊ d‖ ‖⑊

neck shldrneck shaft

ã 4185 èÓ çd Óè dçèü çù üè ùç üÓ ùd Óü dù
Chords

on same drum

èÓ çd Óè dçèü çù üè ùç üÓ ùd Óü dù

ã 433 èü çd çç‖‖ ‖
‖

Óè dd dù‖‖ ‖
‖

üÓ ùù ùç‖‖ ‖
‖

on different drums èü çd çç‖‖ ‖
‖

Óè dd dù‖‖ ‖
‖

üÓ ùù ùç‖‖ ‖
‖

ã9 è⩛ ç⩛ ç‖ ‖⩛ Ó⩛ d⩛ d‖ ‖⩛ ü⩛ ù⩛ ù‖ ‖⩛
off-centre centre

Brush
edge è⩛ ç⩛ ç‖ ‖⩛ Ó⩛ d⩛ d‖ ‖⩛ ü⩛ ù⩛ ù‖ ‖⩛

off-centre centre

Brush
edge

ã èᚂ çᚂ ç‖ ‖ᚂ Óᚂ dᚂ d‖ ‖ᚂ üᚂ ùᚂ ù‖ ‖ᚂ
off-centre centre

Fingers
edge èᚂ çᚂ ç‖ ‖ᚂ Óᚂ dᚂ d‖ ‖ᚂ üᚂ ùᚂ ù‖ ‖ᚂ

off-centre centre
Fingers

edge

ã èᚂ⏑ çᚂ⏑ ç‖ ‖ᚂ⏑ Óᚂ⏑ dᚂ⏑ d‖ ‖ᚂ⏑ üᚂ⏑ ùᚂ⏑ ù‖ ‖ᚂ⏑
off-centre centre

Fingernails
edge èᚂ⏑ çᚂ⏑ ç‖ ‖ᚂ⏑ Óᚂ⏑ dᚂ⏑ d‖ ‖ᚂ⏑ üᚂ⏑ ùᚂ⏑ ù‖ ‖ᚂ⏑

off-centre centre
Fingernails

edge

ã 41815 Ó↗Ó↗Ó↗Ó↗ Ó⁄ Ó⁄ Ó⁄ Ó⁄ Ó⫽ Ó⫽ Ó⫽ Ó⫽Rimshots
w/ neck on rim w/ shldr on rim w/ shaft on rim Ó↗Ó↗Ó↗Ó↗ Ó⁄Ó⁄Ó⁄Ó⁄ Ó⫽Ó⫽Ó⫽Ó⫽w/ neck on rim w/ shldr on rim w/ shaft on rim

ã 42217 Ó⩛↗d⩛⁄ d‖ ‖⩛⁄ Ó⩛⁄ d⩛⁄ d‖ ‖⩛⁄
off-centre & rimedge & rim

Striking rim & head (with brushes only, not handles)

Ó⩛↗d⩛⁄ d‖ ‖⩛⁄ Ó⩛⁄ d⩛⁄ d‖ ‖⩛⁄
off-centre & rimedge & rim

Legend membranophones 21.3.24
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